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others, like the Quakers, had in their community
indestructible elements of life, and, after enduring the
terrible persecutions of the Reformation and preserving
by then* amazing endurance the whole fortress of
Nonconformity, they took up a settled and a respected
position in the social and religious life of the nation.
It is interesting to note that two of the most vigorous
extremists of their time, John Lilburne and Gerard
Winstanley, had joined the Society of Friends before
their death. Lilburne is connected more particularly
with the Levellers and the political side of the agitation,
Winstanley with the Diggers and the economic aspect
of their creed. To a great extent the Levellers and the
Diggers overlapped, but undoubtedly some were more
concerned with the Parliamentary problem, others with
the agrarian.
The Levellers began as a section of agitators in the
army and ended as a civil party with a programme not
far removed from that of Chartism.    If there is any
truth in the statement that  Liberalism stresses the
rights   of   Parliament   as   against   Autocracy,   while
Radicalism stresses the rights of the people as against
Parliament,   the   Levellers   were   the   first   Radicals.
They stood for the Sovereignty of the people, not the
Sovereignty   of   the   people's   representatives.     The
Sovereignty was to be guaranteed by adult suffrage,
annual  Parliaments,   and  the   customary  democratic
checks, the whole policy being based  upon Natural
Law, not social contact.    But the Levellers were never
really a serious menace to Cromwell and Ireton :  born
before their time, they soon passed into insignificance
when their clever and courageous leader died.
The Diggers were so named after their habit of
descending upon waste land and quietly preparing it
for cultivation. In April 1649 they arrived, some